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AN ACT relating to postsecondary education; to amend
sections 85-9O1, A5-9O2, 85-905, 85-907 to
85-911, 85-913, 85-917, 85-994, and 85-999,
Reissue Revised statutes of Nebraska, 1943; to
provide intent; to define termsi to create a
system of program review for public
postsecondary institutions as prescribed; to
change the composition of the Nebraska
Coordinating Conmission for Postsecondary
Education as prescribed; to provide powers and
duties; to provide voting restrictions and
requirements; to change provisions relating to
role and mlssion statementsi to require a study
of tuition IeveIs; to change provisions relating
to award requirements as prescribed; to
trarrnonize provi.sS.ons; to provide severability;
and to repeal the orlginal sections.

Be it enacted by the people of the State of Nebraska,
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Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as follows:85-901, ( 1) The Legislature hereby declares thefollowing to be proper and desirable long-range goalsrelative to the conduct of postsecondary education irrthisstate:
(a) To provide hiqh quality education andeducational opportunities for aII residenls of Nebraska;(b) To provide for a statewide perspective andemphasi.s in deci6ion nakinE decisionmakinq and planningfor postsecondary educationi(c) To identi.fy and meet, through thecoordinated effort of postsecondary institutions, theeducational, service, and research needs of this state;(d) To provide for the increased sharing ofexpertise and resources of the postsecondary educalioninstltutions of this state and to make the most efficientuse of such expertise and resources;(e) To eliminate unneeded duplicatlons and.inefficiencies in publj.c educational programs and servicesthrough an glrgoing svstem of program revi.ev, and analysls,(f) To encourage and enable students to seek thehighest level of productj.ve educationi af,d(S) To malntain cooperation and joint planning

among public, independent, and proprietary institulions oi
a

(2) The Legislature recognizes that long-rangegoals must include short and intermediate-range goals as astep-by-step mean6 for achj.evement within aome time frame.
The Legislature determines and declareB that thecreation of a state coordinating agency ldould beataccomplish the first step in the pursuit of the long-range
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goals stated. The initial charge of the agency shall be
Iirnited to the powers and duties as stated in section
85-910.

Sec. 9. That section a5-9O2, Reissue Revised
statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as follows:

A5-9O2, (1) The Nebraska Coordi.nating
commj.ssion for Postsecondary Education, referred to in
sections 85-901 to 85-911 and sections 1 to 7 and l"O of this
act as ttre comission, is hereby created.

(2) The comrnission shall consist of tHelve
seventeen members as followsr

(a) Six menbers, two from eactr congressional
district, shall be appointed from the general public by the
covernor, with the advice and consent of the Legislature.
of such members initlally appointed, two shalI be
appointed to terms of two years each, two shall be
appointed to terms of four years each, and t'.ro shall be
appointed to terms of six years each. Thereafter aII
appoj.ntments of members from the public shalI be to terms
of si.x years each. In appolnting such memlcers, the
Governor shalI take aII steps necessary to ensure that the
appointees (i) are broadly and equitably representative of
the general public, (ii) are not employees or officers of
any postsecondary institution of this state, and (i-5.j.) are
not employees or officials of state government;

(b) Eive members shalI be representatives of
postsecondary educati.on j.nstitutions of this state, (i)
one member from the state university system appointed by
and from the Board of Regents of the University of
Nebraska, (ii) one member from the state college system
appointed by and from the State College Board of Trustees,
(iii) one member from a technical communi.ty college area
board appolnted by the oeverraer v*th the adviee ef the area
boards of ttre technical community colleges, (iv) one
member from a governing board of an independent college of
this state appolnted by the Governor with the advice of the
independent colleges, and (v) one member who j.s an owner,
shareholder, or board member of a proprietary school of
this state appointed by the Governor with the advice of the
proprietary schools. Such members shalI be appointed to
terms of three years each; anC

(c) Either the 6tate Commissioner of Education
or one mem.ber from the State Board of Education appointed
by suctr board who shall serve for a term of ttrree year
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Sec SE on ,RE ssue RevisedStatutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as follows:85-905. The commission shall elect from itsmembers a ehairnaaT viee-ehairnan chai::person,vice-chairperson, and such other officers as may be
necessaryT h'ho shall hold office at the pleasure of thecommi6sion. The officers shall perform aIl duties as
determined by the commissionz not inconsistent vrith therules, regulations, and policies adopted and promulgated
by the commission under tfre provisions of sections It5-901to 85-911 and sections 1 to 7, 10, and L9 of this act.Sec. L2. That section A5-9O7, Reissue RevisedStatutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as follows:85-907. (1) The conrmission shall meet at least
once every calendar quarter at a time and place fixed bythe commission and shall keep a record of its proceedings
which shall be open to the public for j.nspection. Special
meetings nay be called by the chairnar chairDerson or amajority of the members. A majority of tIe rnemUers shallconstitute a quorum for any action taken by the commj.ssion.(2) The commission shall adopt and promuLgate
rules and regnrlations reasonable and necessary to carryout the provisions of sections 85-901 to 85-9117 andsections 1 to 7, 10, and 19 of this act and shall at all
times conduct itself as an independent public entity.Sec. 13. That section 85-908, Reissue RevisedStatutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as follow6:85-908. The comrnission shall have the authorityto:

(1) Select, employ, and supervise a professional
staff to carry out the provisions of sectj.ons 85-901 to
85-9117 and sections 1 to 7, 10, and 19 of this act and to
secure the necessary office space, facilities, and staffsupport to accommodate a staff. Such staff may include adirector and persons trained or experienced in programreview, data analysis, and institutional relations. The
commission shall have the option of compensating its staffeither through the state pay plan or through the payroll ofttre University of Nebraska, in which case salaries andbenefits shaII be commensurate with those of persons withequivalent responsibilities and training at the
universi ty;
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(2) Request from any department, divlsion,
board, bureau, commission, or agency of the state such
assistance and data as wiII enable it to properly carry out
its powers and duties; and

(3) Establish advj.sory commj.ttees as rnay be
necessary to assist the commission in the performance of
its duties.

sec. 14. Ttrat section 85-909, Rei.ssue Revised
Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as follows:

85-909. The Leglslature shalI appropriate, from
ttre General Eundr such money as may be necessary to permlt
the conmission to carry out j-ts duties and programs
pursuant to sections 85-901 to 85-911 and sectlons 1 to 7,
1O, and 19 of this act and to promote the purposes of a
coordi"nated postsecondary educatlon system.

Sec. 15. That section 85-910, Reissue Revised
Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as follows:

85-910. The commi-ssion shall have and may
exercise the following powers and duties:

(1) To exercise exclusive general suPervision of
the administrati.on aYrd enforcement of this section and alI
rules and regulations adopted thereunderi

(21 To facilltate communicatj.on and
coordination for the mutual exchange of ideas and
information between educational insti.tutions in such areaB
AS:

(a) The sharing of resources, exPertise, and
facilities among institutions or agencj-es; and

(b) The establishing of Plans, practices,
procedures, and polici.es on matters which affect more than
one lnstj.tution or agency, specifically to address the
issue of transferability of credit;

(3) To advise, consult, and cooperate wittl other
agencj,es of this state, the federal government, other
states, affected lnstitutions or groups, and political
subdi-visions to further the purposes of this section;

(4) To accept and administer loans, grants, and
programs from the federal or state goverment and from
otfrer sources, public and prlvate, for carrying out any of
its functions, which loans and grants shalI not be expended
for any other than the purposes for whi.ch provided, and to
determj-ne instj.tutional eligibility for such loans,
grants, and programs when such determj.nation is to be made
by the administering state agencY/ which loans and grants
shall not be expended unless approved and aPProPriated by
the Legislature;

(5) To encourage, participate in, and conduct
studles, investigations, and research related to the
purposes for which the commission was created;

(6) Effective January f, 1977, to undertake the
task of running the Enrollment Projection Model developed
by the Higher Education Facilities Commission. Duties
shall include the collection of the input data, operati-on
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of the model, and a report of the findings;
(7 ) To make recommendations ( a) to thepostsecondary education insti.tutions of this state

concerning methods which may benefit the services theyprovide to include the short-range goal of identifyi.ng
those areas of responsibilj.ty pertaj.ning to the prj.vate
and proprietary j.nstitutions as services they should
provj.de and not to be duplicated by public institutions;
(b) to the Covernor and the Legislature concerning
legislation which may be beneficial to the postsecondary
education services in this state and which would effect the
purpos e of sections 85-901 to 85-911 and secti I to 7,
10. and 19 of this act;(8) To estab Iish close liaison with the State
Board of Education and the State Department of Education in
recognition of the need for close coordination of
activities bethreen elementary-secondary education andpostsecondary education. The coordination effort shalI
include the following short-range goals;

(a) The ultj.mate removal of remedial courses at
the postsecondary education leveIi and

(b) The clear identification of adult and
continuing education responsibj.Iitie6,between the
elementary-secondary education level and postsecondary
educatj.on level to prevent duplication of effort; and

(9) To establish close liaison with the State
Board of Education in connecti.on uith the boardrs
responslbilities for granting permits for the operation of
correspondence schools, privately owned business or trade
schools, or other educational institutions under Chapter
79, article 2A, whenever any correspondence school,
busines6 school, or vocational school offers any course
which is intended to lead to the granting of an associate
degreeT or courses which qualify for college creditT and to
make such recommendati.ons with reference to the granting
of permlts to such institutions as may be approprj.ate in
the individual circumstances.

Sec. 16. That section 85-911, Reissue Revised
Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as follows:

85-9L1. The commission shall prepare an annual
report and submit it to the Governor and the Clerk of the
Legislature on or before December 31 of each year
commencing on December 31, L976. Such report shalI
include, but not be limited to, a synopsis of the
activities of the coru[ission and its related staff, the
names of aII personnel employed by or under the supervj-sj.on
of the commj-ssion and their responslbilities, the amount
of funds received by the commission, the amount of funds
expended in carryj.ng out its duties under sections 85-901
to 85-911 and sections I to 7, 10, and 19 of thi-s act, and
such othe m the
Governor, Legj.slature, and interested public of the
activities of the comi.ssion. Each member of the
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Leglslature shall receive a copy of such rePort by making a
request for it to the chairperson of the commission'

Sec. 17. That section 85-913, Reissue Revised
Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be mended to read as follows:

85-913. (1) In addition to any other powers and
duties imposed upon the Nebraska Coordinatinq Commission
for Postsecondary Education under sections 85-9O1 to
85-911 and sections I to 7, 1O, and 19 of this act, the
comrnission shalI develop studles to:

(a) Deve]-op proposals providing for the
transferability of progr;rm credits among systems of
postsecondary education;

(b) Detemine the extent of student attrition in
the three postsecondary systems and recommend approaches
for the reduction of attrition rates; and

(c) Develop proposals for an inteqrated delivery
system for the provislon of adult and continuing education
services.

(2) A report of each proposal resulting from
studies conducted pursuant to su.bsectj.on (1) of this
section shall be filed with the committee not later than
January 1, 1978.

Sec. 18. That section 85-917, Reissue Revised
Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as follows:

85-917. The Legisl-ature hereby declares that it
is the lntent and purpose of this act to Provide statements
of role and mission for the stater s systems and
institutions of postsecondary education which wiIl:

(1) Provide for a coordinated state system of
postsecondary education,

(2) Provide for the maintenance and development
of quality postsecondary educational programs and servi.ces
for aII citizens i.n alI regions of the statei

(3) Insure student and community access to
comprehensive educational programs;

(4) Limit unnecessary progr:rm and facility
duplicatlon through a coordinated Plannlng and review
Process; (5) Encourage stater.ride long-term academi-c and
fiscal planning for postsecondary education in the state;
aad

(6) Establish a legislative review process to
insure that (a) role and mission statements are uPdated as
necessary and (b) postsecondary institutions are comPlying
with role and mission assignments and are serving a
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Sec. 19- (1) The Nebraska Coordinating
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Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as foll-ows:85-994. An award may be given to an eligiblestudent for attendance at an eligible postsecondary
educational institution if r(1) The award is made directly to the eligiblestudent rather than to the eliqrible postsecondary
educational institution;

(2) The individual is accepted for enrollment,
as f oI lo\.rs :

(a) In the case of an indj.vidual beginning his orher flrst year or freshman year of postsecondary educationsuch individual has satisfied requirements for admissionand has enroLled or indicated an i.ntent to enroll in aneligib Ie postsecondary educational institution; or(b) In the case of an individual enrolled in aneLigible postsecondary educational institution foLlowingthe successful completion of the first year, he or sh;continues to meet the requirements of sections g5-9go to85-9,LO2 and has naintained such minimum standards ofperformance as are required by the institution in which theindividual is enrolled;
(3 ) The maximum awardT inelud+ng vhcrappl*eablcT federal natching fundeT pa+d tc aa elig*blc
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Nottrithstanding this measure of the amount of the award by
the amount of the actual tuition charge, the award paid to
the student may be used by the student for any educational
expense6;

(4) The award is given on the basj-s of
substantial flnancial need,

( 5 ) The award covers one school year of
attendance as an undergraduate student at an eliglble
postsecondary educational institution which has adopted
and has available for i-nspectj-on its refund and reDavment
policies;

(6) The individual receiving such an award signs
a notarized affj.davit statinq that the avrard wilI be used
onl,y for educational exPenses;

(7) The individual is not pursuing a course of
study lrhich i.s pervasively sectarian and creditable tolrard
a theological or dj.vinity degree; and

(8) The indiVidual has complied wittr such rules
and regulations as may be establlshed by the commission.

Sec. 21. That section A5-999, Reissue Revised
Statutes of Nebraska, 1943. be amended to read as follows:

85-999. The commission shaIl be responsible
for:

( 1) supervi.sj,on of the issuance of public
informatlon concerning sections 85-980 to 85-9,102;

(21 Determination of criteria for the
eliqibility of granteesi

(3 ) Adoption of rules and regulations for
processing and approving applications from students;- (4) Determination of recipients of grants made
pursuant to sections 85-98O to 85-9,102; anc

(5) Determination of the effective date of
grants made pursuant to sections 85-98O to 85-9,102; and
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section shall be declared invalid or
tutional, such declaration shalI not affect the

or constitutionality of the remaining portions

23. That original, sections 85-901, A5-9O2,
to 85-911, 85-913, 85-917, A5-994, and
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